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The following account is a story of a group of YOUNQ men fram .;,»:'_"
area who decided to start up arifle club in early 1981, U
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It tells the story of how these lads started the club for fhd?.:.*- ’L 1
usually on Sunday mornings, when they would shoet o) % ‘
have informal competitions between themselves. "“Z‘—; 1S an

4

These Sunday mornings were more of a social gathering than g g ,
was great craic and plenty of funny stories and jokes Usually A
like Ambrose Glass, Eamonn Mc Cullough, Pat Lawlor, ivor Harmon, Mick
Foley, Con Butler and many others, and cup's of tea and coffeein the amen

air, what more could a person need. B o

&

However as you would expect, things began to chonée, the clu
growing and | think it outgrew these original members, they began
- that some of the fun ¥ e out of the Sunday mornings,
. sfrangers were now joining, too many rules and regulations and ac
iy meetings. | think they felt they were losing control of “their b s
fhe?pig idec had grown into something different to whai
envisagec ,& o of this situation, most of them decide
noer of years.
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he club is not exactly wh und
from their original ideas and groundwo
current membership and club owe them an IMMETSE
d hopefully they would not be to unhappy with
ive years ago in 1981. -

™/
A



S
\ N A«howtmmms

| wol like to acknowledge the help of a number of club meme
Yo 1t for their invaluable help in compiling this historical acco
* b, stoﬁing with Liam Davitt, Michael Foley, and Ambrose Gl
provi ‘  documents, photographs, and information going right &
he beginning of the club. Matthew Canning, Brenda Brooks, and He
hgip in reporting on international silhouette competitions. Al o
y for his graphic design skills, and Adam Lawrie of QPA Pﬁn'
‘, it;_ol;‘; | ther. Qnd a specnalword onhonns 0 Pat o: ane, “‘-




1981 ~ 2006

BALLINTEER RiFLE CLuB / B.R.C. SHOOTING CLug
FOuNDED 1981

A HisTORY BY VINCENT BYRNE

| wish to state from the outset that the following history is as aee -
possible, given the passage of time and individuals recollections o
and dates, which can vary slightly depending on whose VETSIoN you chome
to use. bt

This history is written without prejudice to any individual, or member, m
present of Ballinteer Rifle Club or B.R.C. Shooting Club. N

Ballinteer Rifle Club had its genesis in Sept / Oct 1980 when two
founding members attended a leisure and hobbies exhibitic
where Fassaroe Sporting Club were promoting the spor'r.i

On fthe basis of this visit the two aspiring shooters called i

shop in Pearse St. to buy a pair of rifles, they settled
magnums. |

When the licences came through they collected their rifles and |

Fassaroe's range, in Enniskerry one Sunday morning to join FS.C..

imagine what happened n
ore of rifle, only
le on the rang

‘and vowing the
SRR P .
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PHASE (1) Ticknock / Kellystown 1981-1982

Early in 1981 Liam Davitt and Phillip Brennan got together with another three

Ofgur lads from the Ballinteer area, who also had rifles and were shooting
\(/)erarmin in the local farms and hills. A decision was made by the group, that
they would try and source a piece of and locally, orj’which they could
develop a rifle range. Two of this group Michael and Philip Brennan had an
uncle who had a farmin Ticknock / Kellystown, he was agreeable to allow
the group to shoot on a field on his farm, but they could not erect a
clubhouse or any temporary structure.

Despite this restriction and the fact that the range could only face a certain
direction, due to the proximity of Stackstown golf club, it was decided to
take up the offer and start shooting, usually on Sundays. Gaining access to
the range (because of the direction it had to face) meant that members
had to blow on a whistle to get a ceasefire, which would allow them to
proceed in safety o the firing point.

In mid 1981 the group had grown to 19 members, they had decided on a
name, Ballinteer Rifle Club, naturally enough, as most of the members were
from the Ballinteer area, a commitiee had been formed, and monthly
meetings were being hel indrum House and later in the Beavers
pub in Ballinteer. In inter on the side of a mountain
with no shelter, an allowed, the club could not
progress any further, it wa more suitable piece of land
on which to develop a ra

The founder members

Liam Davitt, Michael Brennan,
Phillip Brennan, Michael Foley,
Followed by,

Magee, Peter Young, Tom Brazil,



The members set ob_ouf do.\/ol()pirm this range immediofol -
50mir. Range and firing pom‘i, followed by a block Buil ;'/ “Q”ing 3
was also used as a fiing point for H.wo ‘l()mmh. Range (froﬁ;J?QOUSe,
r00f). At this time the club was beginning to compete again te Clubky,
such as Fassaroe and Roundwood and could see how Thess Other
developing the sport in many different areas, many goo; cly
gleaned from these sources. ' Ide,

One very good idea in particular was picked up from Fassaroe el
was the new, to this country, sport of Mexican sihouette shoc 3
was being pioneered by that club. Ballinteer immediofew P
developing this new and exciting branch of the sport, starting with a ful
bay 100mtrSilhouette Range, followed by the metal silhouettes p
sourced by Ambrose Glass, by then a member of the ¢
sihouette shooting is an international sport for sporting rifle sha
hoped that someday our members would compete in i
competitions in this discipline.

Mr. Denis
this stag@
issues suG
insurance
when we nee
that Ambrose could

A significant event in the clubs short history took pla
National Silhouette shoot was held on Roundwood's
Roundwood club, Fassaroe club, Ballinteer and some
making up four or five teams in all. This was our. firs

- Shoof, which was run by the N.R.P.A.l. and the winne
B %, N J A ™ Sl N L M o
- Q great boost for the club who w

_. :~ e. At the presentations hosted.| y |
- Jenis Ranaghan of Roundwood club
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as tempted 1o explain the

on for the lubricant, but |
d because | was only in

club a few months at this
e e, and they obviously felt
:r'\%? t‘hey would improve their
scores by doing so. As it
happened the competmon ‘v‘(-/ry,
won by Sandy Wilson of F.>(,, ‘ 4 |
with @ score of 400x400, an incredible score given thot it was outword
gouging that was used to score the cards.

In 1985 this land was bought from Mary 'Co:c_;/, by Dan Durkin the builder.
| pan set about building a house on the site directly behind and in line with
. the 100mtr. Backstop and naturally he was concerned with safety, as he
had a number of small children. Our days in Tibradden were numbered and
by the end of the year we were looking for another range.

Phase (3) Oldcourt / Montpellier 1986 1994

| W
reasc
decliné
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It took about three or four months to find our next range, due in part to
. uncertainty of farmers liability insurance, and litigation problems going
~ through the courts at the time. The club lost a lot of the original members
. during this fime, a range was needed soon, otherwise we would lose a lot
“more. Eventually a farmer was found who was willing (with a little
persuasion) fo let us use a part of his land for a range. This range was very

unsuitable for many reasons but it was the best available to us at the time.
s range was also facing the wrong way, as usual, it was only 50mtrs. and
Ty exposed on the side of a mountain.

'Ne owner of the farm was Mr.Garreth Smith and his wife Bridie, to whom we
were dll very grateful at that time. Garreth and Bridie attended many of our
=sentation nights, at which,we were given a demonstration of their
difoom dancing skills, We spent approximately eight years on this range
developed it as much as possible under the terms of our lease.

ficc pre-
s od classrooms, During a
Iy bad storm in 1990

€ was flattened this
NG for the

d core of the members set about re building




The first running boor_shoo‘ring discipline in the coun
this range, it was designed and manufactured by M
Kane, it had limited success due to some tec
membership stood af approximately fifty plus gy
history.

try ‘/v/fj'
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In 1994 we were on the move again this time it w |
boom (Celtic Tiger) the building contfractors needed som buildina
the ton's of soil they were removing from sites and this ws Gelr‘;"igere o dur:g :

:- Garreth gave us plenty of notice to leave, and in May 1994 o IGG%I location
i / Montpellier range. Oldcour
. 3

As due to the

Phase (4) Dublin Rifle Club’s Range Blessington g

June 94 - Feb. 95

e’
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Prior fo leaving our last range m[courf the committee h'cdgbu%'roge

g

; This stage in our history was probably the worst, we had o range g

i were again beginning o lose members, but as usual we were g
on to the hard core of members that would see us through this ¢
indeed many more.

a proposal to South Dublin County Council for the use of a plot of land as@
range. This plot of land was in Friarstown, Bohernabreena and had formally.
been used as a range by The Eagle Shooters Club since the early 198
Some members continued to look for a suitable plot of land on whick
develop a new range, but it was proving difficult due to cost and ir
‘Friarstown would be a runner. P

factors, we were hopeful that

'

During 1994 we were 2 %r by J.K.Walsh and ' | g
DR.C. and in par Vife Carol who provided us Wil FCEY
welcome fry L ings in the winter months OF Z&5

During this tim
~ inNovembe
~ House in Rath

ur competitions both club and qotfé Y'e‘
annual dinner and presentations in the i€
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i
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. club committee were 'hovirng ongoir)g meetings with
R In early ]f?gi‘:ﬂ;h;nd politicians (local elections were coming up) fo try and
k pouncilo 1t lot of land in Friarstown. At the end of 1994 the committee’s

secure 1S off, the club was granted a one year femporary letting lease to

,r,' Oid (
ok ggorgf/igwed on an annual basis.

Itis important to mention the amount of effort, time and professionalism that
4 Ay |

ttee put into the campaign to secure this facility, wriften
pmissions had to be sent to all of the counciliors followed by presentations
?3 groups of councillors, references were required particularly from the

Gardai endorsing our exemplary safety record.

"o the commi

.

$ The key members of that committee driving this campaign forward were,
Colum Courtney, Henry Lee, and Seamus Mc Kenna to whom we owe a
‘, huge debt of gratitude, their efforts were all voluntary.

N The council deserve a particular mention for their willingness to have a
A shooting club on their land, it is one thing having a football or hurling club
. on their land but a shooting club, that was different, and a first for South

- Dublin County Council in making this giant leap. Councillor Don Tipping
" deserves a very special mention because without his help and guidance |
don't think we would have the fantastic facility that we have today.

Phase (5) Friarstown,
, gnernapreena. 1995-2006

Prior 1o moving on to the range some preliminary work had to be carried
. starting with entrance walls, gates and concrete turning areaq, followed
Dy the foundations and rising walls that would support the two forty foot
_comainers that would be our clubhouse and prone shooting points for

o f
Lw2 @ .

Men engaged Mr. Ernie Kennedy, his excavator and tipper lorry to
. Ci€an Up and landscape this old sandpit to make it the shape that
day. George Gibney came into his own during this period of the

> Sevelopment with his building and carpentry skills which he has

10 The club since he joined, and continues to give. L

‘”;‘ ."} two 40ft containers
Immediately set about
Ciricity,  painting, and
eHing them for our needs.
e s o hosphere in



It took a little time before we had running water in the d
mednfime there was always the tap in the cemetery foy
water. for tea and coffee.

Ntainer
J 1 ’ U 1
filling Vessef N the

ne 1996 the range was officially opened, by the then vi ,
lcy:f JSLéufh Dublin Dublin County Council, Mr. Don Tippinglcﬁh%h?lrpermn
opening shot. This was another significant event in the clubs histo ed the
beautiful sunny day, there were speeches by various dignitaries ”'\
was blessed, we had music and a bouncing castle for the childre
charity shoot, with the proceeds going to childline, followed by a
St.Annes G.A.A. club Bohernabreena.

€ range
N, and g

During this time the members decided to change the name of the clup
from Ballinteer Rifle Club to B.R.C. Shooting Club, it was felt that fhe name
change retained our original identity, and at the same time took into
account our new geographical location, Bohernabreena, and dlso the fact
that we were open to all shooting disciplines not just rifle shooting. Some of
the membership were unhappy with the name change, understandably se.

In 1996 the club applied for planning permission to build our curent
clubhouse, and affer one objection we were granted permission. Early in
the year of 2000 our planning was running out and we had to make a L
decision whether to buy the site from the council or to build a clubhouse.

The decision was made to build the clubhouse,
this decision was mainly down to the then
chairperson Damien Keenan who had a vision
of a state of the art facility that would serve the
members well into the twenty first century. A
building sub committee was set up by Damien,
and their task was to manage this project from
starf fo finish, which they duly did to great effect,
despite their lack of experience in such matters.

In October 2000 we started the building of our clubhouse. | am purposely
glossing over a number of very important issues that needed fo ibe
addressed prior to any building taking place i.e. site survey, test dnling; 3
architect, design of building, positioning of the building, and last b‘,‘t m‘; R
least financing the project. Our architect was Mr. Tony Colbert who did ff g
drawings and gave us very good advice prior to and during the work. )
The building of the new clubhouse was a major undertaking by
standards, a lot of the work was carried out by the members. soﬁé&m e
building experience / plumbing / carpentry / siteworks etc. The first jo roul

undertaken was the foundation, and because of the nature of the-‘Q ~
this had to be a raft foundation requiring shuttering, steel reinforci’
about 45mirs. of concrete in total, spread by some of the mem‘i”
rakes and shovels, o daunting task for those not used to seeing el
of concrete being poured af a time.
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red on the 1 1/Nov/2000.

ave freely of their time and skills during
ne member in particular has to be
Byrne as he became known.

bers g
tated many mem

As alreC_llg?I’q; of this clubhouse, one
the %’r" od and this is Derek Byrne of digger
men

to beworking at the
company called, A
usly loaned us af

' lant and
ost, many items of P
r]moocrcwinery, without which we could not

' iect in the time
ve completed this projec
?c?ken, and the costs would have been

prohibitive. Our sincere thanks to Derek
Bymne and A Plant Hire Ltd.

hoppeﬂed

when the clubhouse was near completion l‘
work was started on the siihouette range .

and fiing point, this is a steel fabricated
structure  which was designed,
manufactured, and constructed by our
engineering team, which includes, Derek
Brennan, Damien Doyle, Stephen Hickey, &S
Pat Bel, Cioran O Brien, and Stephen Ferron, Stephen is also our
procurement and transport manager. This group, and others carried out a
lof of work on the silhouette bays and bullet catchers, and the overall result
is a first class sihouette range second to none.

After moving info our new clubhouse we had no more need for our two 40ft
°°"‘°", €15, one was given to John Walls who has a shooting club in
s kla Cjn.?wfh?ho'rher which was our prone shooting container was
range in Blessin ‘focr,m 5 f:‘Jr\d Dublin Rifle Club who had recently lost their
B e gid - after being there for so many years. D.R.C. are now in

side of a mountain and it was nice to be able to make this

fangible U
[ helbed B‘?g '€ as a way of saying thanks for the way that J.K and D.R.C.

-In our hour of need so many years ago.

The landsc aping
o 0 i \
Mmam f the range is an ongoing and very important process

o oo Mf:és stl>z:t l;?‘quwes a lot of hard work, work details are carried
' Tomm I§ bulk of the wqu is carried out by Paul Delmar

g 4 1 Cio Cio, and is largely taken for granted. The

1 g Clubhouse ~and surrounding boundary on our
Jeneral public is a critical factor in their perception of
W this is why the work that Paul and Tommy carry



The club, through Colum Courtney are currently (June 2005) in negotig &
with council officials for the procurement of a ninety nine year legse e "

tavourable terms, if these negotiations are successful B.R.C. will atlast '
a permanent home, which will hopefully bring to an end, ournemadic &

and guarantee us a bright and stable future. J ;'

Since 2004 the restrictions on the ownership of side arms, (with Sop
orovisions), have been relaxed. This will allow members of clubs {6 apply §
handgun licences and to use these revolvers / pistols on approved ranek

BR.C. are currently. looking at the possibility of such use: .,"',‘{‘(‘
provisional noise level tests have been carried out using o_‘Q ber of's

arms and the resulfsdook promising. :

®
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The use of handguns will bring another dimension to the sport ¢
one that has not baen seen since 1972, when the then minister fo
Des O Malley brought in the infamous * Temporary Custody ' e
allowed the seizure by the state of @ll handguns, and all rifles
calibre, for security reasons. B.R.C. members are looking forwe ”

discipline, along wi’rhmom‘/,%qreshoo’reﬁ& - .
4 ' - ) M -
2008 ?gs been a very important year for

efé"t? from @n * interhationo
betitions point of view, in June Brenda
ks .a BRC member competed in

#

Arizona |n u;e "U*SM% small

a _fantastic

_rend,d‘ﬁ?;os) ‘ 49
, Nichblas Flood FSG, ghd Fabian “QREr

: 1; AA _ srr_)c1‘ > rifle Wi | Ses

. A
g



the three man Irish team
Matthew Canning BRC,

| compr'smF?oood FSC, and Fobicn.Connolly
NicholOt-;Ok top honours in this .evem,
N e e European championship and

winning th
world Cup GO
from France.

Id Medals, against feoms
Austria, Czech Republic,

", Hungary, Germany and Finland.

b

N, i BRC, Matthew Canning BRC,
) ! h squad comprised of Henry Lee )

??;. DTh:qi:r?hKegnon BRC, Nicholas Flood FSC, Foblen. Connqlly MRC, Declan
g Cghill ESC. and Eoin Gollogley FSC. Matthew Canning achieved a personal

best score of 31x40 at this competition thus achieving a Qold Me?ol in
Master class, with Damien Keenan winning a bronze medal in B class.

2Ghosted the Irish National sihouette championship in Septemiber 20.05.
".duy event was very successful, and involved everyone ge’mng
1 the various tasks such as, range officer, timekeeper, judges,

e way from West Virginia to
com | Rick as they came to be known
§ ned by everyone, enjoyed the hospitality and the two day
P w,eyenf‘. Three BRC members won prizes on the day including Matthew

- Conning in AAA hunting rifle cla: and AA in standard rifle class. Damien
S€nan ook top he ing rifle class, and Brenda Brooks taking

el

on. Big Joe and Big

PROROUrs in B hunting rifle class.”

NCEC
TR N

-ct it i§ worth noting that B.R.C. members have been competing in

:l?.p‘c.‘g’lv,sglhoueﬁe competitions since 1994, when an Irish team went to

>. National Silhouette competfitions in Pennsylvania. The team Ry TS

AiseC 9{ ’rwo B.R.C. members Henry Lee and George Kelly the otffellas

i qw ;f(em Fassaroe and they were, Sean Mc liwaine, Hugh Doly":*w‘

e C e»ycg This 'was B.R,Cs first venture into international
190 and snce then we have gone flom srengin o siengih,

$
£ ‘\

venty ive years in extence and | have no dovt
1€ will 20

| an appropriate manner, in facta
0. &rhé ,,Q;e[ebrg%ﬂ_a ' .
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he first week of September in Ireland a number of _
dren return to school, the deer and duck hum?ventstA
go on pilgrimage to Lifford in Donegal. For as |0'r?gg seqsoy
as | ¢

| opens, and BRC . )
Delmar has organised this annual event between BRC

Historically. in ’r_
place, the chil

remember Paul _ :
Lifford rifle club. The events are rifle shooting on the Saturday gng for fa

f who are able to make if, a shotgun shoot on the Sunday, what takes mia
between the shooting | have no idea, as | have never attended ﬂ?s ol
but judging by the amount of laughter, conversation and innue's ,
2 weeks afterward’s it seems to be mighty craic. Our host in Lifford is
' Mc Cusker of LRC, and the accommodation as usual is provig ;
Jackson's hotel, our continued thanks and appreciation to both, ec

Since joining the club in 1984, | have seen many members come and
there are currently none of the original founder members in the club-
Foley was the last one to leave [AREZS2. &

However we have been lucky to hold on to a nucleus of members,
have shown the qualities that have taken us through the good fimes a
not so.good, of these last twenty five years. The qualities | refer to are
tenacily, perseverance, resiience, and a belief that we are the be
shooting club in the country, the same qualities required to take us »"?%

‘the next twenty five years and beyond.

&

| The club's longest serving member up until June 2005 was Pat Lawlor
B P0ed In 1982, that honour now passes on fo Dermot Kelly who joine
oy UB in January 1983, very few of the current membership would ren ';f
| fC T % sf‘:'“OUS call of "Tea Up" when he would have the tea maae 1oFC
Iea break’s on the range in Oldcourt. | would love fo hear that famous ¢

jain, hopefully sometime in the near future. ;

' ;e of the history of our club is by no mean’s complete.
0s€ is fo give the reader an overview of our evolvement from
neémabreena and some of the significant events that h
il st twenty five years. At some stage in t
_,'bg‘ é Wﬂfek‘more comprehensive version, 0 INCit
RSO fﬁd b for now, this will have to suffice g“\f’,"
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on behalf of the club | would like to pay a special tribute to a number

Of our former members who have gone to their eternal rest.
i

Juriormer freasurer for many years, Tony Byrne, Walter Mooney, J'oe Dunne
d Wilie Clarke, who all played their part in our club’s history and

on, and should not be forgotten.

Ar deis De ar d’ainm.

hooting club p.o. box 7534 Tallaght Dublin 24
'E mail: breshootingclub@gmail.com
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P -ALLAGHT ROD & GUN

CENTRE
2 CASTLETIMON SHOPPING
- TALLAGHT , DUBLIN 24.

Phone: 4526522 - Mobile: 087 2445022
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Congratulations to-
BRC Shooting Club-
ontheir 25th Arnniversary

LOCMEMORY ELECTRONIC

CARTRIDGE BELTS
i RIFLE SLINGS
k- RANGE OF HUNTING VIDEOS GUNSLIPS
~ FIGON FLYERS LAMPS
'ING SCOPES DUNLOP WELLINGTONS
ERHUNTING CLOTHING STALKING BOOTS
N OPTICS WAXED LEGGINGS
TWO WAY RADIOS

SHOOTING GLASSES




Phase 5
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TIRAVEL
MAUREEN DELMAR

7Zrcivel Services

k ——————————— oIk Uhe gprercowal ro«cy

FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS

Air conditioned mobile home holidays in France, Italy and Spain
book early for special offers

Florida packages

City Breaks Groups -golf, stag, hens etc Cruise Holidays, Winter Holidays,

Summer Sun packages .
Hotel and car hire only bookings accepted. Travel Insurance, Flight or

No booking too big or small! Call 01 8434538 or email
mdelmar@eircom.net

Government Licenced and Bonded

MD TRAVEL
20, The Spires donabate. Co dublin, Ireland

Ph 35318434538 fax 35318435398 mdelmar@eircom.net
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ongratulations to



The Yellow House

e Restaurant ©

We wist to- thank the

- Management & Staff






